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Overview

« Who we are
o Database requests

 Landowner requests

for forest management
nlans

e Receipts for Minimum
mpact Forestry
Notifications




NH Natural Heritage Bureau (NHB)

Division of Forest & Lands
Department of Resources and Economic Development

 The NH Natural Heritage Bureau finds,
tracks, and facilitates the protection of New
Hampshire's rare plants and exemplary natural |
communities.

» We work with landowners and land managers
to help them protect the State's natural

heritage while meeting their land-use needs

o Our mission is mandated by the Native Plant
Protection Act (RSA 217-A)




NHB Database

o State & Federally listed
plant species

« Exemplary natural
communities

o State & Federally listed
wildlife species (and

SC)




Environmental Review &
Database Check

Federal, state or local
agencies may require that yq
check with NHB to determin{g
If a proposed project will
Impact (or benefit) rare &
species or exemplary naturalsss
communities Ay




How do | submit a request to NHB?

Submit a request Submit a request on-line?
by email or mail?, 1

DataCheck Tool?

Hard copy Request Form?

Hard copy request form
specific to Wetlands
Minimum Impact Forestry
Notifications?

Landowner Request Form?



Requesting Natural Heritage Bureau Data
When to use what form...

DataCheck Tool or hard copy request

for NHB Database Check Landowner Request form

If a state permit is required, * No state permit required, but
such as: o rare species/exemplary Is
_‘ needed or wanted, such as:

< Forest management plans

* Tree farm certification
requirements

* General land use planning

+» Shoreland Permit

* Standard dredge and fill for
wetland impacts

¢ Alteration of terrain permit
** Notification of trail development

activities < If you're a landowner and just

< Minimum impact agriculture curious if you may have any rare
permit species or exemplary natural

** Notification for minimum impact communities on your property

forestry notifications*

* note there is a specific hard copy request fornidoFstry



www.nhnaturalheritage.or

SERVICES

Information About Rare Species for a Permit or Grant Requirement

MH Heritage maintains a database of known locations of rare species and exemplary natural communities, Federal, state, and local
agencies mav require a check of this database to determine whether a proposed project could impact rare species ar critical
habitat, In some circurnstances, a $25 fee will be assessed to cover staff time,

There are two ways to request a check of the NH Heritage database:

1. Use the DataCheck Tool. This is an interactive web page that can be used to prowide NH Heritage with basic information about
a project, including a map.

If there are no MH Heritage records anywhere in the wicinity, a letter to that effect will be e-mailed at once,
automatically, and there is no fee.

If MH Heritage records are in the wicinity, a review by MH Heritage is needed. This review can be requested using the
DataCheck Tool, If the $25 fee is required it must be paid by check or money arder.,

First Time Users: Please print instructions for mapping ¥our project using the Tool.

2. Submit a request form to MH Heritage by e-rmail ar mail.

wetlands Minimurm Impact Forestry Notification (pdf version) (MZ Word version)

all other permit and grant applications (pdf wversion) (M5 Word wersion)

Fefund Palicy

Landowner Requests {including forest management plans)

MH Heritage can check its database to see if we have any rare plant, rare animal, or exemplary natural community records on
your property, Please fill out the landowner request form to request such a check, There is no fee for this service, Howewver, the
results cannot be used for permit requirements (the scope of the database check i1s different). See above to reguest information for
a permit requirerment,

Please note that very little of New Hampshire has been inventoried for biodiversity, so even if something is on your property, it has
probably not been recorded. A field survey would provide better information on what species and commmunities are indeed present.
MH Heritage is sometimes able to do property-specific inventaries for towns ar individuals, but only after we have worked out a
formal contract to cover our expenses,



Landowner Reguest

(for management plans, not permitting)

Property specific (entire parcel, not just
crossing)

No fee for this service

Results cannot be used for permit
requirements (no review for potential
Impacts)

Examples of when to use:
— Tree farm certification requirements
— Forest Management Plans
— General planning




<4 Landowner request for NH Natural Heritage Bureaun data

The NH MNaturzl :-Ieritzge Eh;re" 1 (ME
naturzl communitis 1
besn mapped on thewr property. -'\n
Howsver, the landownar must be zware of nd approve of the re:L.=~t

wnet's behalf

maks thiz request on the lande

The results from this "Landowner Request” cannot be used to satisfy permit or regulatory requirements,
ilts are limited to WHE records w LTl’Lu property boun the "Envircnmentzl
natur elheritags forms. htm.

ow zhout #t? Probably not. Liest zreas of
urvey is the be v to detstmine their
guide to what cowld be on the property

s ot nzturzl
aticn to determine

WWhat does it mean if NHB doer hawve 2
COMIIUNITY bser
heow recent Tl'= TEpOrt Was.

(._ll\-IEI (271

-2214) with questions regardmg r_r=1..1_ut~ =nd exemplary namrzl communities, or WH Fish & Game

Landowner:

Reguested by:

E-mail 2dd

A map must be pl ovided, with the preperty clezmly marksd. Acceptzble mzps mcluds z copy of part
1 be prmte: from the web, e.g.. at www t;p:;c]r om) zn
® maps czn onky be used if they meclude cezlyv mark ad mtersectio

(NH State P_lane: NAD 83
*If a shapefile is provided, what iz the file name?:

I gffirm that the landowner fmows that T am m es that NHB showld release
Name (tvpe or print): Date:

Fequests can be submitted by e-mail. fax, or mail:
ate nh us
G438, Amn: Szra Czims

e |andowner
Request Form

* Contact info

s Map of property (can
send shapefile or
copy of a topo map)

*» Very simple and
guick to submit!



Wetlands Minimum Impact Forestry Notifications

St

 DES posted new the Wetlands
Minimum Impact Forestry
Notification Form on their website
in April 2012.

(7

?,
s

* One of the requirements on the
new form is dReceipt” from the
Natural Heritage Bureau (NHB).

 NHB has coordinated with the
forestry community and DES to
make this as smooth and painless
as possible by making changes to
the Datacheck Tool and review
process specific to minimum
impact forestry activities.




Old Form vs New Form

(in regards to NHB information)

Old Form

Notification of Forest Management or Timber Harvest
Activities having a Minimum Wetlands Impact

Yes/No gquestion regarding whether
the proposed activity is in a wetland
identified by Natural Heritage

No documentation was required
showing you actually contacted
Natural Heritage

If “yes” ...the project could not use
notification form

New Form

Wetlands Minimum Impact Forestry Notification

An NHB “receipt” is required to show
you have contacted NHB

* No specific info on presence or
absence of rare species is given to
DES, only the “receipt”

 No longer a threat that a project is
kicked out of a notification to a
different permit type because of NHB
info



Datacheck Tool & Review Changes Specific to the
Wetlands Minimum Impact Forestry Notifications

There is no fee for Natural Heritage review of minmum impact
forestry notifications

NHB Datacheck Receipt

 This is a generic letter that shows you have completed the pracess
contains no information on whether or not sensitive species or exemplary
natural communities are present.

e This is theONLY document required to submit with the Wetlands
Minimum Impact Forestry Notification

» This avoids the issue of being “kicked up” to a different permit type

NHB Datacheck Results letter
* Only if the project was screened as “potential impacts”

« Recommendations to avoid or minimize possible impacts or upon closer
inspection reviewer may dismiss concerns completely.

« DO NOT submit this second letter with the Wetland Minimum Impacts
Forestry Notification form. The recommendations in the second &te
for your consideration.



Reqguesting an NHB Database Check

for Minimum Impact Forestry Notifications

e Hard copy request form

— Forestry Specific Form

— Can be downloaded from
www.nhnaturalheritage.org listed as #2
under “Services”

— Can be mailed by request (271-2215 ext.
323)

e DataCheck Tool

— www.nhnaturalheritage.org and listed as
#1 under “Services”
— Remember to specify Forestry

Notification, so that you don’t pay the fee
and do get a “NHB Datacheck Receipt”




Hard Copy Reguest Form

-R§,’ Request for a NH Natural Heritage Bureau Database Check

Valid suly for: Notification of forest management or timber harvest activities
having minimum wetlands impact

s. A check of this
an raquest 2

own locadons of NH's bisdiv
or exemplary matunl communitias. To
! availabls From www.nhnatmalheritaze

The NH Namral Heritaze Bureau (WHB maintains a database of kn
abaze belps 1o determme whatha
aither by using this form. of by

I rO S Contact Information

Name:

Phone number: *E-mail

Mailing sddress

— No computer or computer skills -

ed sbove, otherwise mailed.

n e Cessary *Besult: will be e-mailed if an e-mail address is provi

Landowner Permission
O As the landowner, I qffirm thar NHE should release the data.

— Short & simple (no potentially B apim v v endoner —

Enows g rhis reguest and agree:s thar NHE should releaze the data.

CO nfu S i n g q u esti O n S) Signamre (if sending digitally, pnot your name): Diata:

Project Information

Town:
. O | I S Address or Tax Map & Lot #(s):

Shore narrative dascription of the project:

— you have to find a map to provide
- 2 All requests must include the following:
CrOSSIng Iocatlons DqA map of the project area (see example on page 2)

— Possible snail mail delay sl oo
Fax: (603) 271-6438. Amn: NHE Review

— 3-5 business days for processing -

172 Pembroke Foad
Concord, WH 03302-1858

Requests will be processed within 3-5 buziness days of the date received. Youn will be mailed 2 “NHB
DataCheck Receipt™ that must be included in your Forestry Nofification package.

If the NEE database has records of rare species or exeniplary natural communities in the vicimcy
ill @lso receive a lemer with recommendatons for avoiding or minimizing possible impacts.
recommendations are for your consideration: DO NOT include them in your notification package.

Call (603) 271-2215 x 323 with questions.

Last Revized October 2012 Pagze



DataCheck Tool

e Pros

— Maps are built into process

— Receipt is generated and
emailed immediately

— Easy & efficient (once you
have the process down)

e Cons

— Requires a computer

— Learning curve, not so easy the
first time....

— Serves a wider audience, so a
few more questions




www.nhnaturalheritage.org

DIVISION OF PERMITS & APPLICATIONS | FEEDBACK | CALENDAR | FILEAREPORT | L-UPDATES | FORESTSAFETY [Search site by keyword | B0
FORESTS AND LANDS
I NHSTATE i  LAND | FIRECONTROL& :  LAND | FOREST : NATURAL HERITAGE i EVENTS& @ INDUSTRIES | MAPS& : ABOUT FORESTS :
LANDS : CONSERVATION : LAW ENFORCEMENT : MANAGEMENT | HEALTH i  &HABITATS  : PROGRAMS @ & BUSINESS : PUBLICATIONS & LANDS

ABOUT FOREST & LANDS NATURAL HERITAGE BUREAU

¥ fidditional Links

TOWER QUEST PROGRAM

The MH Matural Heritage Bureau finds, tracks, and facilitates the protection of New
Hampshire's rare plants and exemplary natural communities {types of forests, wetlands,
grasslands, etc.). As a burgau within the Division of Forests & Lands, we are
fundamentally a service to Mew Hampshire landowners and land managers. e are not a
regulatory agency; instead, we worl with landowners and land managers to help them

v Employment

v Ranger Information

protect the State's natural heritage while meeting their land-use rnieeds,
P Caontact Us
Qur rnission, as mandated by the Mative Plant Protection Act of 1987 (REA 217-A), is ta
* Forest Policy determine praotective measures and requirements necessary for the survival of native
I Biesin plant species in the state, to investigate the condition and degree of rarity of plant

species, and to distribute information regarding the condition and protection of these
species and their habitats, We also maintain infarmation on rare wildlife in cooperation
with the MH Fish & Game Departrnent's Nongarie & Endangered wildlife Program, which
has legal jurisdiction over Mew Harnpshire wildlife. Wisit our About Us page for more

+ Forest Management Bureau
¥ Forest Protection Bureau
r Forest Management

Visit 5 New Hampshire Fire Lookout Towers

5 ! S and Earn & patch.
+ Land Management Bureau infarmation about our arganizational structure, Clfck hera-1or mara information
; Planning & Community Forestry
Bureau What's Rare in New Hampshire?
v Matural Heritage Bureau R Plant
are Plants
e < FREE SEEDLING CATALOG
* Publications Rare and Tracked Wildlife We have the best tree and shrub seedlings -
¥ Photo [ndex i i not imported, not replanted -
N Rare Plants, Wildlife, and Natural Communities by Town AT rony o sostrcht e o ML Gk
v links s out, try our seedlings, you wo't be sorry.
b Contact Us

- P What's New...



ABOUT FOREST & LANDS

SERVICES

v Additional Links

F Employrment Information About Rare Species for a Permit or Grant Requirement

¥ Rianger Information

MNH Heritage maintains a database of known locations of rare species and exemplary natural communities, Federal, state, and loc:s
b Contact Us agencies may require a check of this database to determine whether a proposed project could impact rare species ar critical
hahitat, In some circummstances, a $25 fee will be assessed to cover staff time,

¥ Forest Policy

There are two ways to request a check of the MH Heritage database!
I Bureaus
1. Use the DataCheck Tool. This is an interactive web page that can be used to provide MH Heritage with basic information abou

a project, including a map.

v Forest Management Bureau

b Forest Protection Bureau

v Forest Management

v Land Management Buresu

A Planning & Community Forestey

If there are no MH Hertage records anywhere in the vicinity, a letter to that effect will be e-mailed at once,
automatically, and there 15 no fee.

Blreay If MH Heritage records are in the vicinity, a review by NH Heritage is needed, This review can be requested using the
* Netursi Hertage Blreay DataCheck Tool, If the $25 fee is required it must be paid by checlk or money order,
F Abou s
'FS;W":ES First Time Users: Please print instructions for mapping your project using the Tool.
arma
+ Refund
F Short Form
¢ Publications 2. Subrnit a request form to NH Heritage by e-rmail or mail,
F Photo Incles
F FAGS Wetlands Minimum Impact Forestry Notification (pdf version) (M3 Word version)
F Links
b Contact s &ll other permit and grant applications (pdf version) (M3 Word version)

b Seazonal Archive

Refund Policy
, Boards Commissions &
Cormmmittees



Signing In

NHB DataCheck Tool: Sign In

Mew to NHB DataCheck?
Using this Tool, a project planner may:

1. Locate and Draw a project an an interactive map.
PROJECT STATUS 2. Check the project area for NHE records.
3. Depending on the results of the data check:
* SignIn 1. Sawe or print a NHE letter (no records
nearby); or
2. Request a further check by NHE (records
found nearby).

Meed Help?
Click here to view the help document. The help document
may also be viewed by clicking on the wildflawer in the
upper left corner of any page in the NHB DataCheck Toaol.

[ Enter as Guest™ ]
oR

Register —p Regeterow ]

*Guests may map project areas and get a preliminary check
of the NHBE database. Howewver, to get official results vou
should now sign up as a registered user. There is no fee for
registering and vou will not be placed on any mailing lists.

Existing Users

Flease enter your Email Address, User Name and Password
to =ign in.

Email &ddreszs:
User Mame:
Fazsword:

Forgot vour password?




NHB DataCheck Tool: Preliminary Project Information

Which of the following describes the maximum area (footprint) disturbed by the activities for which a permit or
grant is being requested?

O New footprint {no existing structures)
If::'IE::urru:uInetelyr within an existing footprint (repairs, replacement)

If_ﬂ:'E.‘s<|:|-5|r||:|in|;| an existing footprint {(additional area disturbed adjacent to a previously disturbed location)

Will this project he submitted as a Notification or Minimum Fxpedited application to the NHDES Wetlands Bureau?

C‘Yes
On Select "ves" if vou will be submitting any of the follawing types of applications to the NHDES Wetlands Bureau:
Mo
¢ Minimurn Impact &griculture o Motification of Trail Development Activities
* Minimurn Impact Expedited * Permit by Motification
) s Notification of Forest Managerent # Seasonal Dock Notification for Lakes and Ponds

or Timber Harvest Activities
o Motification of Routine Roadway
& Railway Maintenance Activities

Select "Mo" if you are submitting a Standard Dredge and Fill Application to the Wetlands Bureau or are not
submitting any Wetlands Bureau application,

CAUTION: If you answer "ves", the letter you receive will be valid ondy for the NHDES Wetlands Bureau
application types listed above,

How will you provide the project boundaries to NHB?
(1 will draw the project boundaries using this Web taal,

(1 will send a shapefile with project boundaries ta NHE,

(1 want ta send a hard-copy reguest,

[ Mext ] [ Cancel ]




New (as of November 2012) for all Notifications
Points only, no parcel boundaries

NHB DataCheck Tool: Map Project . ____Nai ura Heritage Bureau-

aeaméopee Lz
On Click: Map Motification Points
1 1 \_
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indicate stream
culverts, retaining walls, docks, ete.
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DataCheck Results

Map Motification Points

Motification points indicate stream crossings,
culverts, retaining walls, docks, etc,

Current points:
# @k = G2HTT, y = 20233
#2 @ % = G22562, v = 201709
#3 @ x = §23760, ¥ = 202925
R4 @ x = G22614, v = 202532

DataCheck Results: NO KNOWN RECORDS

There are no knowsn WHE records in Ehe wicinity of
the notification points you mapped.

‘ou can request an official repart of this result,
which will be walid For a period of one wear From
today.

You must continue in order to get required documentation...

Map Motification Points

Motification points indicate stream crossings,
culverts, retaining walls, docks, etc,

Current points:
#1 @ % = 1026728, y = 257000
#2 (@ % = 1027236, v = 257169
#3 @ x = 1027315, v = 256546
#4 13 % = 1027903, y = 256725

DataCheck Results: POTENTIAL IMPALCTS

There are MHE records in the vicinity of the
notification points vou drew that may be affected by
this project.

Ta obtain an official letter to include in your permit
application or funding request, please click on
"Continue" below ko provide additional infarmation
about the project.,




0 Logged In

O Existing prajects

0 Preliminary project
information

0 Project boundary
Mapping

o Project Details -
NHDES
Applications

PROJECT STATUS

NHB DataCheck Tool: Project Details -

NHDES Applications

DataCheck Tool Results: No Known Records. There are no known MHE records in the vicinity of the area you drew,

For applications to be submitted to NHDES, please answer the following questions:

Expected Application Type:

Alteration of Terrain

Selected Application Types are disabled Shareland Permit

because a Modfication ar Minimum
Frpedited application is to be

Wetlands:
submitted. Wetlands:
Wetlands:
‘) V] wetlands:
Wetlands:
Wetlands:
Wetlands:
Wetlands:

Standard Dredge and Fill for Wetland Impacts

Minimurn Impact Agricolture

Minimurn Impact Expedited

Motification of Forest Managerment ar Timber Harvest Activities
Motification of Routine Roadway & Railway Maintenance Activities
Motification of Trail Development Activities

Permit by Notification (not Forestry)

Seasanal Dock Notification for Lakes and Ponds

Back Mexk

IMPORTANT : You must to select “Notification of Forest Managgnt or Timber Harvest Activities”
This signals the “receipt” process and also exemypisfrom payment if there were potential impacts



Project Submittal

Click on the Swbmit button to submit your project and abtain an Official Receipt of your DataCheck results, Very Important tO
hit this “submit”

button (saves your

:
e L ] project data)

« NHB Datacheck Recelpt (sent within 5 minutes or less)
» Completion of process

e This is the ONLY document required to submit with the Wetlands Mimnmpact
Forestry Notification

« NHB Datacheck Results letter (sent within 3-5 business days)

* Only if the project was screened as “potential impacts”

« Recommendations to avoid or minimize possible impaictgpon closer inspection
reviewer may dismiss concerns completely.

« DO NOT submit this second letter with the Wetland Minimum Impé&cirestry
Notification form. The recommendations in the second letter angofar
consideration.



Repetition Time!

DataCheck Tool or hard copy request

for NHB Database Check Landowner Request form

If a state permit is required, * No state permit required, but
such as: o rare species/exemplary Is
_‘ needed or wanted, such as:

< Forest management plans

* Tree farm certification
requirements

* General land use planning

+» Shoreland Permit

* Standard dredge and fill for
wetland impacts

¢ Alteration of terrain permit
** Notification of trail development

activities < If you're a landowner and just
< Minimum impact agriculture curious if you may have any rare
permit species on your property

** Notification for minimum impact
forestry notifications*

* note there is a specific hard copy request fornidoFstry



Questions?

Contact Information:

Melissa Coppola

Environmental Information Specialist
DRED-Natural Heritage Bureau
mcoppola@dred.state.nh.us

603-271-2215 ext. 323 A |




Section 217A:9

ll. Nothing In this section shall limit the rights
of private property owners to take protected
species on their own land.



RSA 217:A9

 Exemptions

I\VV. No rule adopted by the department under the
provisions of this chapter shall cause undue
interference with normal agriculture or
silvicultural practices.



